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YEAR 3
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - SPRING 2019 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Welcome back to the new Spring Term in 
Year Three. I hope that I will continue to get 
the chance to see you regularly throughout 
2018 so that you can share in your child’s 
learning journey. If you ever have any 
questions please feel free to make an 
appointment and come in for a chat or e-
mail me at:      
l.hedley@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk 

NEW YEAR: 
I hope that you have all had a fantastic 
Christmas and have had a chance to relax 
and enjoy the time with friends and family. 
This term, we have lots of exciting and varied 
activities that will engage and inspire the 
children.

ENGLISH: 
In English, we will be exploring explanation 
texts and recount writing. We are using 
engaging and interesting stimuli throughout 
the units, including newspaper reports,  
recounts of natural disasters, holiday 
brochures and video clips. Within these four 
weeks the children will study a range of 
reading comprehension, sentence, grammar, 
word and text level work. The units will have 
BIG Writing sessions, where all the skills 
gained over the previous two weeks will be 
put to use in a final piece of independent 
writing. 

During Read Write Inc sessions we will 
continue to learn common prefixes and 
suffixes. The sessions will include spellings 
to be learnt at home for each unit.


Handwriting and presentation will continue to 
be a focus during Year 3 across all areas of 
learning. Perfecting their handwriting will help 
with the children’s fluency and speed of 
writing so that they can focus on the task 
given and maybe earn them a pen licence! 

Separate to the English lessons the children 
will also be taught reading skills through 
guided reading sessions. Each group will 
receive one direct guided reading session per 
week and will complete a range of other 
tasks during the other weekly guided reading 
times.

It is extremely important that your child reads 
regularly at home at least 3 times weekly to 
progress with their understanding of the text 
and word recognition. I am hoping that the 
‘free readers’ books will allow the children to 
find where their interests lie, whether it be 
fantasy stories, adventures, animal stories, 
non-fiction text or other genres.


MATHS: 
Daily Maths sessions will continue to develop 
mental and written maths skills.  The children will 
investigate place value, partitioning numbers in 
different ways. They will continue to develop 
their rapid recall of the 4x and 8x tables and the 
corresponding division facts. Learning times 
tables is crucial for being able to access the KS2 
maths curriculum so regular practise at home is 
vital. Feel free to embrace the ‘Times Tables 
Rock Stars’ website and app!

The children will continue to develop the key 
skills of addition & subtraction and multiplication 
& division and begin to look at formal written 
methods.

Time is of the essence! Literally. Telling the time 
has been a big focus during Year 3 and it is 
essential that the children have a good 
understanding of reading time to the nearest 
minute on an analogue and digital 24-hour clock. 
Any practise at home would be a great help.

Along the way, during our maths sessions, the 
children will be able to apply and use their skills 
for problem-solving and investigations.
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TOPIC: 
We have three varied and exciting topics to 
explore during the Spring Term.


SHAKE, ROCK AND ROLL: 
In this unit, pupils will become a team of 
geologists, palaeontologists, seismologists 
and jewellery experts finding out about rocks 
and fossils in a variety of forms. They will 
investigate rocks and explore changes over 
time, as well as investigating rocks by 
searching for crystals and fossils within. 

Later in the unit we will also explore the links 
between rocks and volcanoes and rocks and 
soils. 

We will be finding out how living things are 
turned to stone and will be creating our own 
fossil cast. We will also be looking at 
diamonds and other precious stones and 
making a jewellery item.


ARTISTIC LINCS: 
This unit of work will focus on what it’s like to 
be an artist. We will look at various types of art 
that are found both locally and around the 
world, mapping places that have interesting 
pieces of art. 

The children will design and create their own 
sculpture, as well as keeping a sketchbook of 
ideas with different types of art in it. 
Throughout the topic we will also look at 
biographies of various local artists, the types 
of art that they have created and then emulate 
some of these.  We hope to make a visit to an 
Art gallery to investigate sculpture further. 

In Science, the children will investigate the life 
cycle of plants and carry out several 
experiments, including growing our own plants 
from seeds and dyeing and dissecting a 
flower.


THE HOLIDAY SHOW: 
In this topic we are taken around the world in 
20 days, starting in the UK, moving 
to France and ending in the 
USA. We will explore the 
geographical and cultural 
differences by creating 
holiday brochures, to help 
people decide which country 
they would like to visit. 

In art we will be studying textile 
artists from the UK, France and USA 
and designing and creating a fabric collage of 
our own. Finally, we will be exploring different 
types of food from around the world.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
In R.E. we will be learning about Life journeys 
and rites of passage. We will compare how 
Christians and Hindus mark important events 
in their lives and how they show that they 
belong outwardly. Later in the term, we will be 
looking at Easter and in particular what was 
‘good’ about Good Friday? 


PSHE:

In PSHE we will be focusing on relationships. 
The children will consider how to develop and 
maintain a variety of healthy relationships such 
as those with acquaintances, friends and 
family. We will look at how to recognise and 
manage emotions within a range of 
relationships. This topic will also cover how to 
respond to negative relationships and ask for 
help.


MUSIC: 
As part of a really exciting term of music the 
children will explore the work of Mussorgsky 
and look at how he was inspired by different 
paintings. We will also be studying traditional 
and modern music from each of the countries 
studied in our Holiday Show topic and 

discussing the different styles and our 
preferences.


COMPUTING: 
In computing we will be fine-tuning our 
computer skills by designing and creating our 
own comics. We will be using the computers 
to work creatively with text and images, using 
various software to help us create this. 

The children will also use computing skills in a 
range of other subjects including word 
processing, internet research and sending 
documents by email.


PE: 
The children will cover a range of PE options 
beginning with Swimming in the first half term 
and Dance in the second. They will also 
continue to take part in a rolling programme of 
activities for their second PE session to 
include Tag Rugby, Football, High Fives 
Netball and Hockey.

A full indoor and outdoor PE kit is needed for 
all of these activities comprising a white T-
shirt, navy shorts and plimsolls. As well as this 
they will need a navy tracksuit and outdoor 
trainers, as activities will still take place 
outdoors in the cold weather.

Additional Information 
Homework will continue as previously and 
consist of one piece of English, Maths or 
Topic once a week. It will be set on 
Monday and is to be returned on the 
following Monday. There will also be 8 High 
Frequency word spellings set on Tuesday 
to be tested the following Monday. 
Children should attempt to make time to 
read their reading books regularly, 
complete some IXL learning and practise 
their times tables. This is invaluable and 
allows the children to make rapid progress. 

Diary Dates 
• Y3 Swimming: Wed 9th January - 13th 

February.

• Celebration Assemblies for Parents and 

Families are: 18th January, 8th March, 
29th March at 2.30pm.


• Whole School Breakfast - 5th February.

• Parents’ Evenings - 13th February .

3.30pm-7pm and  14th February .
3.30pm-6pm.


• Class Photos - 26th February.

• World Book Day - 7th March.

• Book Fair - 7th - 12th March.

• Red Nose Day: 15th March.

• Easter Service: 3rd April at 1.30pm.

• End of term - 5th April at 1.15pm.


Anything Else? 
One of the things that is encouraged in 
Year 3 is an increase in independence. 
Consequently, I would ask that you help 
your child by letting them remember to do 
things such as their homework, learning 
spellings and packing their book bags. 


Mrs L Hedley- Year 3 Class Teacher

Miss J Marshall- Year 3 Class Teaching 
Assistant

Mrs K Knight - Year 3 Class Teaching 
Assistant 


Follow us on 
Twitter.  

Search for: 
@STAClassHedley


